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When someone is involved in a criminal case, there are often a number of proceedings 
that can occur. Criminal cases involving civil suits are also common. Motor vehicle 
collisions constitute most of the civil litigation cases filed in courts today. Another 
common type of criminal case is that of an automobile accident, which may also involve 
claims of a crime like drunk driving or leaving the scene of a wreck. While these cases are 
relatively common, some crimes do go unreported, and when this happens, it can have 
severe consequences for both the victim and the defendant. 

A criminal case may be considered as a misdemeanor, felony, or misdemeanor crime 
depending on its nature. A misdemeanor crime is considered a more minor crime, as it 
does not carry the same stigma as a felony offense. Misdemeanors are punished by fines 
only, while felonies are punishable by both imprisonment and fines. 

In most states, a defendant has the right to a defense that is represented by an attorney. 
In criminal cases, the state has the responsibility to prove beyond reasonable doubt that 
the defendant committed the crime in question. The burden of proof is always with the 
state, meaning that a defendant who feels that he has been incorrectly charged has the 
right to challenge the strength of the state's evidence. 

The most common types of criminal cases handled by criminal attorneys are those related 
to offenses regarding theft, assault, drug possession, DUI/DWI, sex offenses, and fraud. 
These are among the most common types of cases filed in a criminal court. In addition, 
some common civil cases include commercial lawsuits, misrouting, and defective 
products. All other types of civil cases are handled by criminal lawyers. 

A civil lawsuit filed against a person on suspicion of committing a specific crime can also 
be handled by criminal law attorneys. The most typical example of this is the accusation 
of sexual assault. If the alleged victim is cleared of these charges, she may file a civil suit 
against the alleged assailant. Another type of criminal case that may involve the issues of 
fraud includes a worker's compensation case or a consumer fraud case brought about by 
a defective product or service. As previously mentioned, if the defendant is wrongly 
charged with a crime, he may have the right to a defense under the U.S. Constitution. 

Criminal cases are heard by different judges. District and county courts often handle civil 
cases. State supreme courts, although not federal courts, also hear criminal cases. When 
criminal charges are brought against someone, they are proceeded to a federal district 
court. Federal cases are subject to stricter evidentiary requirements than civil cases. 

If the state or federal judge decides to proceed with the criminal case against an 
individual, there are several possible outcomes. A defendant may be found guilty. In some 
cases, the judge will request that a jury trial is conducted. If the defendant offers defense 
counsel, then the judge will ensure that the attorney is present at all proceedings. Even if 
the attorney is not present, the defendant has the right to representation from an expert. 



Defense lawyers can advise their clients on various strategies that can help them avoid 
jail time. 

One of the most common causes for a criminal case to be dropped is if the defendant 
suffered no harm from the crime he was accused of committing. There are many 
exceptions to this rule. For instance, if the prosecution failed to prove that the defendant 
committed the crime, then the case will almost always be dismissed. Sometimes, victims 
of domestic violence are able to avoid a conviction if they file civil lawsuits against the 
person who abused them. Some judges may allow a conviction to go on record if a person 
suffers no financial damage as a result of the crime. This is especially true in cases such 
as drunk driving. 
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